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What is the “Medici Archive” and how is it organized?

Where is the French material in “Medici Archive”?

What is MIA online digital platform (mia.medici.org)?

What is the Medici Archive Project (MAP)?

What are the new initiatives involving AI and the “Medici Archives”?



What was the “Medici Archive”?

The totality of documentary material produced and preserved by the Medici family, 
before they became extinct in 1743, with the death of Anna Maria Luisa de’ Medici. 



“Medici Archive”

dates
1300s-1743

producers/curators
Medici Merchants/Bankers (XIV-XV Cent.)
[Medici Popes] (1513-1534)
Medici Dukes (1532-1569/70)
Medici Grand Dukes (1569/70-1737/43)

curators
Hapsburg-Lorraine 
Napoleon
Archivio di Stato di Firenze
The Medici Archive Project

locations
“Casa Vecchia” (Via Larga)
Palazzo Medici
Palazzo Vecchio
Palazzo Pitti
Uffizi
Piazza Beccaria
World Wide Web



I) Mediceo avanti il Principato
II) Mediceo del Principato
III) Miscellanea Medicea

IV) Scrittoio delle Regie Possessioni
V) Scrittoio delle Fortezze e Fabbriche

VI) Guardaroba Medicea
VII) Guardaroba Medicea- Diari di Etichetta

VII)Carteggio degli Artisti [in part]

What is the “Medici Archive” today, at the Archivio di Stato in Florence?



Mediceo avanti il 
Principato

Mediceo del Principato Miscellanea Medicea Guardaroba Medicea Scrittoio delle Regie 
Possessioni

1300s-1537 1532/7-1743 Mostly 16th-18th Century 1532-1743 1530s-1743

the private and business 
papers of the 

fourteenth-, fifteenth-, 
and early sixteenth-

century Medici family

the administrative, 
diplomatic, and private 
correspondence of the 

Medici Dukes and 
Medici Grand Dukes

the documentary 
material (including 

attachments) once part 
of the Mediceo del 

Principato which was 
were removed in the 

1780s 

the documentary 
material, recording 
Medici commission, 
labor cost, accession, 

and circulation of raw 
materials, works of art, 

and manufactured 
luxury objects

the administrative and 
financial documents 
related to Medici real 
estate (villas, houses, 
farms, palaces, parks, 

and the Jewish Ghetto)

Variegated archival 
material, including 

letters; egal, financial, 
administrative, personal 

records;
inventories; diplomas, 
legal mandates, papal 

bulls and briefs; libri di 
ricordanze; account 

books, copies of wills 
and contracts

Letters, minutes of 
letters (minute), copy-
letter books (registri)

Newsletters (avvisi)

Attachments of various 
kinds

Variegated archival 
material:  including 
letters, dispatches, 

contracts, wills, 
inventories, horoscopes, 

maps, manuscripts, 
avvisi

Primarily inventories, 
but also account and 

purchase records

Mostly payment records, 
administration records, 
inventories, and ground 

plans

165 volumes
(200,000 folios)

6429 volumes
(5-6 million folios)

circa 800 volumes circa 1700 volumes circa 4500 volumes

The  ‘Medici Archive’ at the Archivio di Stato in Florence



Mediceo avanti il 
Principato

1300s-1537

the private and business 
papers of the 

fourteenth-, fifteenth-, 
and early sixteenth-

century Medici family

Variegated archival 
material, including 

letters; egal, financial, 
administrative, personal 

records;
inventories; diplomas, 
legal mandates, papal 

bulls and briefs; libri di 
ricordanze; account 

books, copies of wills 
and contracts

165 volumes
(200,000 folios)



Ferdinando I (1587-1609)

Cosimo I (1537-1574)

Francesco I (1574-1587)

Cosimo II (1609-1621)

Ferdinando II (1621-1670)

Cosimo III (1670-1723)

Gian Gastone (1723-1737)

Mediceo del 
Principato

Miscellanea 
Medicea

Guardaroba 
Medicea

Scrittoio delle 
Regie Possessioni

1532/7-1743 Mostly 16th-18th 
Century

1532-1743 1530s-1743

the administrative, 
diplomatic, and 

private 
correspondence of 
the Medici Dukes 
and Medici Grand 

Dukes

the documentary 
material (including 
attachments) once 

part of the Mediceo 
del Principato 

which was were 
removed in the 

1780s 

the documentary 
material, recording 
Medici commission, 

labor cost, 
accession, and 

circulation of raw 
materials, works of 

art, and 
manufactured 
luxury objects

the administrative 
and financial 

documents related 
to Medici real estate 

(villas, houses, 
farms, palaces, 
parks, and the 
Jewish Ghetto)

Letters, minutes of 
letters (minute), 

copy-letter books 
(registri)

Newsletters (avvisi)

Attachments of 
various kinds

Variegated archival 
material:  including 
letters, dispatches, 

contracts, wills, 
inventories, 

horoscopes, maps, 
manuscripts, avvisi

Primarily 
inventories, but also 

account and 
purchase records

Mostly payment 
records, inventories, 

and ground plans

6429 volumes
(5-6 million folios)

circa 800 volumes circa 1700 volumes circa 4500 volumes



Pontormo
Duke Cosimo I at 17
1537
Galleria Palatina (Palazzo 
Pitti) 
Florence

Assassination of Duke Alessandro de' 
Medici on 6 January 1537 by his cousin 
Lorenzino de' Medici (illustration from a 
manuscript account of Alessandro's death in 
the Carte Strozziane, Archivio di Stato di 
Firenze, circa 1550)

Mediceo del Principato

1532/7-1743

the administrative, diplomatic, 
and private correspondence of 
the Medici Dukes and Medici 

Grand Dukes

Letters, minutes of letters 
(minute), copy-letter books 

(registri)

Newsletters (avvisi)

Attachments of various kinds

6429 volumes
(5-6 million folios)

Family becomes a State



Centralization of 
the judicial 

system

Network of agents and 
informants

in Florence, Italy and 
Europe

Modernization of the 
fiscal system

Support of commerce: 
Livorno, agriculture, 

mineralogy and the Jewish 
Ghetto 

Organization of public notarial archives (1560)

Institution of the ducal 
press (1547)

Universities of Pisa and 
Florence



The mechanisms that regulate and curate
(1) internal administrative affairs as well 
as all matters of (2) foreign diplomacy and 
(3) family/private matters are addressed in 

the letters of the Medici Grand Dukes

Mediceo del Principato
6429 volumes 

 6-7 million folios
(4-5 million letters) 

1532 - 1743 
8 dukes & grand dukes



Content of Mediceo del Principato

Diplomacy
Commerce
War/Riots
Epidemics
Government
Health

Prophecy/Astrology
Jews
Antiquities
Artistic Production
Print Culture
Food and Wine
News Networks
Postal Systems
Archives
Emotions
Archives
Libraries
New World
Gift-Giving Culture 

Material Culture
Medicine
Natural Catastrophes
Court Ceremonies
Religious Conflicts/Heresy
Migrations 
Exotica
Urban Planning
Maritime/Ship Logs
Animals
Environment
Slavery



Material Culture
(Exotica)

Carcass of a whale
Desiccated insects
Irregular pearls
Seashells
Phosphorescent stones
Tortoise shell
Chinese vases
Rosaries
Relics of saints
Bezoar stones
Byzantine medals
Unicorn horns
Brazilian seeds
Medicinal balsams   
Costumes for dwarfs
Skulls of indigenous Americans
China root
Poisons & antidotes
Carnival masks
Magnifying lens 
Lion cubs
Crossbows
Tulip bulbs
Astrolabes
Scimitars
Sorcery powders



Giovanna Garzoni
The Man from Artemino
1648-51
Galleria Palatina (Palazzo Pitti), Florence

Truffles
Watermelon
Eels
Lobsters
Crabs
Marzolino cheese
Mortadella
Asparagus
Oysters
Almonds
Fennel
Plums
Sturgeon
Turkeys
Peaches
Pecorino
Salami
Saffron
Wild Boar
Lemon sherbet
Branzino
Fava beans
Chocolate
Trebbiano
Greco
Montepulciano
Malvasia
Vin Santo



Minute &
Registri

Carteggio
Universale

Carteggio
Segretari

Guerra Governi
Soggetti

Istruzioni
Ambasciatori

Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Carteggio
Principi &
Granduchesse

Drafts &
Copy-letter 
books of 
Dukes & 
Grand Dukes

Letters of 
individuals, 
groups, etc 
from outside 
court

Correspond-
ence of ducal 
and grand 
ducal 
secretaries

Military 
correspond-
ence; salva-
condotti, 
passports, 
ship logs 

Correspond-
ence related to 
the admini-
stration of 
subject cities 
(Pisa, Siena, 
Livorno)

Drafts and 
copy-letter 
books of 
missives to 
Florentine 
ambassadors 
and agents 

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; 
avvisi from 
Italian and 
European 
cities; and 
letters from 
foreign 
regents, 
diplomats and 
individuals 

Correspon-
dence of 
Duchesses and 
Grand 
Duchesses and 
Princes

Circa 350 
volumes

Circa 550 
volumes

Circa 500 
volumes

Circa 350 
volumes

Circa 650 
volumes

Circa 100 
volumes

Circa 3000 
volumes

Circa 1300 
volumes

Outbound Incoming Mostly 
incoming with 
some 
outbound

Incoming Incoming Outbound Incoming Mostly 
incoming with 
some 
outbound

Organization of the Mediceo del Principato in Carteggi



Circa 2 million letters (later bound in 
3500 volumes) arrived at the Medici 
court from Florentine ambassadors 
and agents in Rome, Milan, Venice, 
Naples, Mantua, Paris, London, 
Amsterdam, Antwerp, Madrid, 
Krakow, Prague, Moscow, 
Constantinople, Malta, Dubrovnik...

A number of these cities served as 
clearinghouses for news from and 
about the Americas, Asia, and Africa. 

Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; 
avvisi from Italian 
and European 
cities; and letters 
from foreign 
regents, diplomats 
and individuals 

3500 volumes

Incoming



Where is the French material in “Medici Archive”?

Catherine de’ Medici to 
Maria Salviati
7 October 1534





Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; avvisi 
from Italian and 
European cities; and 
letters from foreign 
regents, diplomats 
and individuals 

3500 volumes

Incoming

Letters of French Residents and Special Envoys in Florence to the Medici Grand Dukes - 
18 vols 

Letters of French Sovereigns and Princes to the Medici Grand Dukes - 8 vols 

Letters of French Ministers and Nobility to the Medici Grand Dukes - 7 vols 



Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; avvisi 
from Italian and 
European cities; and 
letters from foreign 
regents, diplomats 
and individuals 

3500 volumes

Incoming

Letters of Medici residents, envoys and extraordinary ambassadors at the French Court to the 
Medici Secretariat– 138 vols.
Volumes of minutes and copy-letters of the Medici residents and agents at the French Court to 
the Medici Secretariat – 22 vols.
Letters of Medici agents in Lyon to the Medici Secretariat – 10 vols



Minutes of letters of the Medici secretaries to the residents and agents at the French Court – 
16 vols.

Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; avvisi 
from Italian and 
European cities; and 
letters from foreign 
regents, diplomats 
and individuals 

3500 volumes

Outbound

Letters of the Medici Grand Dukes and Secretariat to their residents, agents and envoys on 
special missions at the French Court – 20 vols. (Probably returned to Florence)



Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; avvisi 
from Italian and 
European cities; and 
letters from foreign 
regents, diplomats 
and individuals, and 
miscellanea 

3500 volumes

Incoming

Letters from individuals or constituencies in France to the Medici Secretariat, Medici 
Ambassadors or Medici princes (especially Cosimo III) including petitions, suppliche, 
employment requests, congratulatory letters, etc. - 50 volumes



Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; 
avvisi from 
Italian and 
European cities; 
and letters 
from foreign 
regents, 
diplomats and 
individuals, and 
miscellanea 

3500 volumes

Incoming

Volumes of Avvisi – 9 vols.



Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; avvisi 
from Italian and 
European cities; and 
letters from foreign 
regents, diplomats 
and individuals, and 
miscellanea 

3500 volumes

Mostly incoming

Appendice – A miscellanea of documentary records included at the end of the French 
carteggio. - 27 volumes



Minute &
Registri

Carteggio
Universale

Carteggio
Segretari

Guerra Governi
Soggetti

Istruzioni
Ambasciatori

Relazioni
Stati
Esteri

Carteggio
Principi &
Granduchesse

Drafts &
Copy-letter 
books of 
Dukes & 
Grand Dukes

Letters of 
individuals, 
groups, etc 
from outside 
court

Correspond-
ence of ducal 
and grand 
ducal 
secretaries

Military 
correspond-
ence; salva-
condotti, 
passports, 
ship logs 

Correspond-
ence related to 
the admini-
stration of 
subject cities 
(Pisa, Siena, 
Livorno)

Drafts and 
copy-letter 
books of 
missives to 
Florentine 
ambassadors 
and agents 

Letters from 
Florentine 
ambassadors; 
avvisi from 
Italian and 
European 
cities; and 
letters from 
foreign 
regents, 
diplomats 
and 
individuals 

Correspon-dence 
of Duchesses and 
Grand Duchesses 
and Princes

Circa 350 
volumes

Circa 550 
volumes

Circa 500 
volumes

Circa 350 
volumes

Circa 650 
volumes

Circa 100 
volumes

Circa 3000 
volumes

Circa 1300 
volumes

Minutes and 
copy-letter 
books of the 
Grand Ducal 
letters to 
France

Letters of 
Tuscans or 
Italians living 
in France

Discussions 
among Grand 
Ducal 
secretaries 
about French

Commercial 
activity with 
France

Incoming Correspondence 
of Cristina di 
Lorena and 
Margherita 
Luisa d’Orleans

Not all news about France is in the French carteggio
Presence of French material in other Carteggi  of the Mediceo del Principato



General Content

• Wars of Religion & Huguenots
• Court Life (political, economic, artistic, scientific, 

gastronomic, and medical culture)
• Dynastic Succession
• Diplomatic Relations with Habsburg, Spain, 

England, Ottoman Empire 
• Urban Planning
• New World
• Maritime Trade
• Court Gossip



• French involvement in the Italian Wars
• construction of palaces and châteaux
• urban expansion and concentration
• traffic and gifting of luxury objects, including art 

and scientific curiosities
• Emerging power of nobility
• exchange of medical and scientific knowledge 

with Italy
• News od Florentines in France: Strozzi, Gondi
• the patronage of Italian artists
• book culture in Lyon
• epidemics, grain shortages, population migrations, 

famines

• assassination of Henri IV 
• construction of the Palais du Luxembourg
• the urban expansion of Paris
• descriptions of musical and theatrical productions
• exchanges of medical, botanical and astronomical 

information between the courts
• the reception of Galileo’s studies and discoveries in France.
• accounts of the French colonization of the New World
• news of Florentines in France: 

• Concino Concini & Leonora Dori Galigai
• anti-Italian sentiment in France





Alessio Assonitis
(The Medici Archive Project)







“Medici Archive” mia.medici.org



mia.medici.org

J2EE with 
Spring 
Framework with 
AngularJS 



Mediceo avanti il 
Principato

Mediceo del Principato Miscellanea Medicea Guardaroba Medicea Scrittoio delle Regie 
Possessioni

1300s-1537 1532/7-1743 Mostly 16th-18th Century 1532-1743 1530s-1743

the private and business 
papers of the 

fourteenth-, fifteenth-, 
and early sixteenth-

century Medici family

the administrative, 
diplomatic, and private 
correspondence of the 

Medici Dukes and 
Medici Grand Dukes

the documentary 
material (including 

attachments) once part 
of the Mediceo del 

Principato which was 
were removed in the 

1780s 

the documentary 
material, recording 
Medici commission, 
labor cost, accession, 

and circulation of raw 
materials, works of art, 

and manufactured 
luxury objects

the administrative and 
financial documents 
related to Medici real 
estate (villas, houses, 
farms, palaces, parks, 

and the Jewish Ghetto)

165 volumes
(200,000 folios)

6429 volumes
(5-6 million folios)

circa 800 volumes circa 1700 volumes circa 4500 volumes

The  ‘Medici Archive’ at the Archivio di Stato in Florence



32,000  transcribed documents
20,000  biographical entries
95,000  geographical & topographical entries
1,400,000 digitized documents 

Community sourcing & Community Checking
Sharing circa 15 million early modern documents
Creation of a digital communities
Collaboration on transcriptions/critical edition of text
Teaching paleography and archival studies



Possible Dissertation/Articles Topics

• The Postal System in Grand Ducal Tuscany
• The Life and Career of Medici Secretaries/Agents

• Piero Gelido, Cosimo Bartoli, Belisario Vinta, Curzio Picchena,
• Jacobiglio Ebreo: Medici Informant and Cultural Broker in Florence, 

Venice, and Constantinople
• Cosimo I and the Decameron at the Council of Trent
• Printing and Circulating Heterodox Texts in Tuscany: 1537-1553
• Maria Salviati as Political Broker
• Girolamo Genga: Medici Architect and Diplomat
• The Collection of Curiosities of Cosimo I de’ Medici
• Traveling Musicians in 16th-18th Century Italy
• The Careers of Medici Court Physicians
• Medici Florence as Center of European News
• Archival Science in Medici Tuscany
• Pleasure and Health: Wine Culture at the Medici Court 
• The Arno in Medici Tuscany
• Antoine Perrenot de Granvelle and Medici Diplomacy 
• Bath Culture in Medici Florence
• Moriscos in Medici Tuscany
• The Medici and the Production of Paper
• The Medici Informant Network in Europe
• The Religiosity of Cosimo III de’ Medici 
• Migration Patterns in Early Modern Italy
• Coding Language and Ciphering Letters
• Slavery in Medici Tuscany
• The Diplomacy of Giorgio Vasari
• The Language, Poetics and Aesthetics of Avvisi
• Livorno Ship Logs and the Little Ice Age



Exhibition Program

Publication Program Education Program Fellowship Program

Conference Program

Jewish History
Women in Renaissance Archives

Birth of News
Public & Private Health

Early Modern Greek Culture
Art of Negozio: Diplomacy & Ethics

Medici Center Shanghai

Research Programs







Premise:
MIA
• MIA is incipit of a research activity to be pursued outside of MIA
• MIA does not house critical editions of documents, but is structured data-entry system for scholars  of early modern 

Tuscany, Italy, Europe, etc.
• MIA was designed primarily for data-entry and less for data retrieval
• MIA is meant to inform in-house research projects: exhibitions, books, conferences, workshops

Status Quo
• scholars are not able to ask right questions.
• scholars are not able to think “outside the box”

AI applications
• to create synopses of transcriptions
• to bypass archival protocols of digital platforms & databases to establish strains of connectivity
• to connect and strain clusters of documents under the aegis of an overarching thematic agenda:
 violence, emotions, anti-Renaissance, disabilities, charting plague, how di Caravaggio end up at Porto Ercole
• to “engineer serendipity”: algorithm that generates intelligent mistakes; sparks archival instinct; suggests 

unlikely or oblique research trajectories; establish improbable networks




